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competition among major powers in the Indian Ocean region has intensified.
For its part, India has gradually turned away from a strategy of self-
reliance to pursuing influence in the Indian Ocean region by seeking external
assistance. In this regard, India prefers to work with the United States
which has hegemony in the Indian Ocean, to counterbalance China which
has only a limited presence in the region. India’ s adjustment of its Indian
Ocean strategy is influenced both by material factors, but more importantly
by conceptual factors. On one hand, conceptive factors such as self-
identity, threat perception and concerns about maritime power always
shape a country’s behavioral preferences, the change of relative power also
plays a moderating role in a country’s strategic choice. On the other hand,
as an intervention variable, the influence of the international system on
strategic choice cannot be ignored. Recently, there are great limitations to
the Modi government’s strategic goal of weakening China’s influence in the
Indian Ocean by adjusting its Indian Ocean strategy. What’s more, India’s
strategic shift has had a negative impact on both China-India relations as
well as cooperative ties between China and South Asian countries. To some
extent, it has even added some uncertainties to China’s deepening economic
cooperation with countries along the Indian Ocean.
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India’s Pursuit of Dominance in the Indian Ocean Region:

Motivation, Approach and Limitations

By Zhang Li & Tao Shan

ABSTRACT: India’s quest for dominance in the Indian Ocean region is
seen as an intrinsic need vis-d-vis its strategic rise and is directly related to

its perceptions of regional security and changes in the external environment.
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To realize these strategic ambitions, the Modi government has placed
greater emphasis on maritime power, strengthening its relations with
countries in the Indian Ocean region, while enhancing its own naval
capabilities and distant sea operational capacities. Meanwhile, it has actively
promoted maritime security cooperation with the United States under the
latter’s Indo-Pacific Strategy. This proactive posture functions to transform
its strategic image in the Indian Ocean region, providing India with
opportunities to position itself as a “net security provider”. While so, this
could complicate regional dynamics and challenge China’s strategic
interests. While so, India’s pursuit of regional dominance faces significant
obstacles due to its relatively weak influence, America’s ongoing regional
dominance and China’s consistent presence in the region.

KEY WORDS: India; Indian Maritime Strategy; Indian Ocean Security;

Regional Dominance

Effectiveness and Limitations of India’s Minilateral Diplomacy :
An Institutional Balancing Perspective

By Hu Juan

ABSTRACT : This article argues that competition for rule-making power is
a critical means through which India engages in major power competition,
and that India deploys minilateral diplomacy as a key tool for achieving
institutional balancing. In the period immediately following the Cold War,
Pakistan was the initial focus of India’ s balancing. As India grew as a
power, its focus quickly shifted to China. From the 1990s to the present,
India’ s use of minilateral diplomacy as a means of achieving exdusive
institutional balancing can be divided into three distinct phases, each with a
different emphasis and yielding a different set of outcomes. Currently, India

is participating in alliance-style minilateralism led by the United States as a
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