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India’s Blue Economy Narrative. Strategies, Logic, and the Limits
of Impact

LIU Siwei, DENG Lan (Sichuan University)

Abstract; Based on the strategic narrative theory, this study constructs a research framework to analyze
Indian blue economy narrative. Through various discourse rhetorical strategies, action demonstration
strategies, and multi-channel communication strategies, India makes the blue economic agenda into a
powerful narrative tool, so as to shape the national image, convey values and achieve strategic goals. This
narrative presents Multi-scale Nested Complex structure. Its content extends beyond the *sustainable
development” narrative of the blue economy, encompassing a broader agenda. The narrative is not only
related to the general issue narrative, but also related to its international system narrative and identity
narrative, which are respectively driven by three logic, namely, development logic, power logic and
identity construction logic. At present, the influence of Indian blue economic narrative is still relatively
limited. The practice of blue economy are constrained by many factors, such as lack of funds and
technology, and it is still difficult to support Indian grand narrative framework, which in turn affects the
credibility and effectiveness of narrative. India attaches increasing importance to the blue narrative, which
highlights the importance of the ocean in its national strategic framework, and at the same time reflects the
renewal and transformation of its marine strategic thinking to some extent, paying more attention to the
strategic layout of “paying equal attention to safety and development”. India has launched a competitive
narrative with China in the field of the blue economy, revealing a new trend in major power competition.
Nevertheless, there is still space for China-India cooperation in the blue economy.

Key words: Blue Economy; Strategic Narrative; India
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