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[1] United Nations, “A Global Digital Compact - an Open, Free and Secure Digital Future for
AlL” May 2023, https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/our-common-agenda-policy-brief-gobal-
digi-compact-en.pdf.
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[1] Shivangi Nadkarni, “Notes from the Asia-Pacific Region: India’s PM Talks Global Governance
for Digital Technology,” October 17, 2024, https://iapp.org/news/a/notes-from-the-asia-pacific-region-
Indias-PM-talks-global-governance-for-digital-technology.

[2] Aarshi Tirkey, “The NEST: A Pragmatic Addition to India’s External Affairs Ministry,”
March 20, 2020, https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/the-nest-a-pragmatic-addition-to-indias-
external-affairs-ministry-63864.

[3] Kalathmika Natarajan, “Digital Public Diplomacy and a Strategic Narrative for India,” Strategic
Analysis, Vol.38, No.1, 2014, pp.91-106.
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[1] “G20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration,” September 9-10, 2023, https://www.mea.gov.in/
Images/CPV/G20-New-Delhi-Leaders-Declaration.pdf.

[2] “PM’s Address at the Inauguration of ITU - World Telecommunication Standardization
Assembly 2024,” October 15, 2024, https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/pms-address-at-
the-inauguration-of-itu-world-telecommunication-standardization-assembly-2024/.

[3] Shouvik Das, “DPIs Could Be Part of India’s Softpower Projection: Ex-CEO of NHA,”
September 11, 2023, https://www.livemint.com/news/india/indias-digital-public-infrastructures-dpis-
can-boost-soft-power-and-global-influence-says-former-nha-ceo-11694454933451.html.
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[1] “EU-India Trade and Technology Council,” European Parliament, 2024, https://www.europarl.
europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2024/757587/EPRS_ATA(2024)757587 EN.pdf.

[2] The White House, “National Security Strategy of the United States of America,”
December 2017, https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NSS-
Final-12-18-2017-0905.pdf; The White House, “US Strategy Framework for the Indo-Pacific,”
February 2018, https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/IPS-Final-
Declass.pdf.

[3] Jeff Smith, “COMCASA: Another Step Forward for the United States and India,”
The Diplomat, September 11, 2018, https://thediplomat.com/2018/09/comcasa-another-step-
forward-for-the-united-states-and-india/; Vivek Raghuvanshi, “India, US Sign Intel-sharing
Agreement amid Tension with Neighboring China,” Defence News, October 28, 2020, https://
www.defensenews.com/space/2020/10/28/india-us-sign-intel-sharing-agreement-amid-tension-with-
neighboring-china/.
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[1] The White House, “Fact Sheet: The United States and India — Global Leadership in Action,”
September 24, 2021, https://bidenwhitehouse.archives.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/09/24/
fact-sheet-the-united-states-and-india-global-leadership-in-action/.

[2] “Joint Fact Sheet: The United States and India Continue to Expand Comprehensive and
Global Strategic Partnership,” September 21, 2024, https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.
htm?dtl/38323/Joint+Fact+Sheet+The+United+Statest+and+India+Continue+to+Expand+Comprehens
ive+tand+Global+Strategic+Partnership.

[3] “India-US Reaffirm Commitment to Secure Digital Connectivity, Focus on Al Collabo,”
January 18, 2025, https://cio.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/artificial-intelligence/india-us-
reaffirm-commitment-to-secure-digital-connectivity-focus-on-ai-collaboration/117346603.

[4] “India Set to Lead Global South in Scaling Digital Public Infrastructure: Experts,” October
26, 2024, https://government.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/digital-india/india-set-to-lead-
global-south-in-scaling-digital-public-infrastructure-experts/114611284.

[5] Sachin Kumar, “NPCI Eyes Rupay, UPI Expansion to 10 Countries,” November 20, 2024,
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/banking-finance-npci-eyes-rupay-upi-expansion-to-10-
countries-3669560/.

[6] Simon Sharwood, “India Gives Itself a Mission to Lead the ‘Global South’ into 6G Era,”
March 23, 2023, https://www.theregister.com/2023/03/23/india_6g_mission/.
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[1] India’s Ministry of Electronics & IT, “Prime Minister Announces Completion of Global
Digital Public Infrastructure Repository and Creation of a Social Impact Fund to Advance Digital
Public Infrastructure in Global South,” November 23, 2023, https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.
aspx?PRID=1979113.

[2] “How India is Using Digital Technology to Project Power,” June 4, 2023, https://www.
economist.com/asia/2023/06/04/how-india-is-using-digital-technology-to-project-power.

[3] Aaryaman.Vir and Rahul Sanghi, “The Internet Country-How India Created a Digital
Blueprint for the Economies of the Future,” January 15, 2021, https://tigerfeathers.substack.com/p/
the-internet-country.
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[1] Anirban Sarma, “From the South, for the World: India’s Digital Public Infrastructure,”
ORF, February 23, 2024, https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/from-the-south-for-the-world-india-
s-digital-public-infrastructure.

[2] “Mosip Rewind 2024,” https://www.mosip.io/pdf/MOSIP-Rewind-2024.pdf.

[3] Naina Bhardwaj and Melissa Cyrill, “Tracking Countries That Accept India’s UPI Digital
Payment System,” India Briefing, February 29, 2024, https://www.india-briefing.com/news/global-
acceptance-of-india-unified-payments-interface-upi-tracker-26183.html/.

[4]  “India Stack,” https://indiastack.org/.

[5] “Digital Infrastructure Investment, Policy Support Help Services Exports Touch Historic
High in October,” The Economic Times, December 30, 2024, https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
tech/technology/digital-infrastructure-investment-policy-support-help-services-exports-touch-historic-
high-in-october/articleshow/116782788.cms.

[6] “India’s Eros Investments to Invest $1 Bln in Malaysia, Minister Says,” Reuters, August
29, 2024, https://www.reuters.com/technology/indias-eros-investments-invest-1-bln-malaysia-
minister-says-2024-08-29/?7utm_source=chatgpt.com.
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[2] “India Set to Lead Global South in Scaling Digital Public Infrastructure: Experts,” ET
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india-set-to-lead-global-south-in-scaling-digital-public-infrastructure-experts/114611284.

[3] AartiJoshi et al., “India’s Digital Diplomacy: Leveraging Social Media for Global Influence,”
International Journal of Research Culture Society, Vol.9, No.4, 2025, pp.10-15.

[4] Amitabh Kant and Satwik Mishra, “The International Significance of India’s Digital
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[5] Arshiya Chaturvedi, “India-US Partnership for Al Leadership,” Delhi Policy Group,
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[1] Anuradha Sajjanhar, “India’s Digital Infrastructure Is Going Global. What Kind of Power
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global-what-kind-of-power-is-it-building/.
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[3] Deepak Mishra et al., “The State of India’s Digital Economy Report (2024),” Centre

for International and Digital Economy, https://icrier.org/pdf/State _of India Digital Economy
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Compared with his first term, however, the second Trump administration exhibits
greater flexibility and a more transactional character. By resorting to identity politics
and stoking ethno-nationalist tensions to address domestic problems, Trump’s new
policies attempt to externalize internal crises. Far from “Making America Great Again,”

this crisis-diverting strategy will instead accelerate the process of American decline.

India’s Participation in Global Digital Governance: Strategies, Constraints,
and Implications
YANG Wenwu & MA Guibiao

India has developed a highly distinctive combination of strategies in its engagement
with global digital governance. These strategies are shaped by considerations such as
activating the country’s domestic digital development potential, strengthening India’s
leadership role within the Global South, and enhancing its discursive power in global
digital governance. However, India’s efforts to promote its vision of global digital
governance are constrained by pressure from the United States and other Western
countries, and it has found it difficult to leverage existing multilateral mechanisms
to improve its governance effectiveness. In addition, India’s limited digital and
technological capabilities may lead to its being positioned as a “governed” actor in the
broader contest over global digital governance. China and India share certain common
interests in global digital governance, though competition and frictions are also likely to
arise. China can remain open to cooperation with India in relevant digital domains and
encourage joint efforts to promote a more open and inclusive global digital governance

architecture.
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